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THE TEMPLE AT INDiANAPOLiS
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HE Masonic Temple of Indianapolis is 
owned jointly by the Grand Lodge F. & 
A.M. of Indiana and the Indianapolis 
Masonic Temple Association. The latter 
Association is composed of eleven 
directors representing eight Blue Lodges, 
two Chapters Royal Arch Masons and 

Raper Commandery No. 1, K. T. Each party owns an 
undivided one­half of the building and real estate.

The building has a frontage of 130 feet on Illinois 
Street, facing west and a depth of 150 feet on North 
Street. It is of Ionic style of architecture and is faced 
on all four sides with Bedford stone, backed with 
!"#$%&'()*'+,--.',"*'/0/./,--1')*,213'!*#04'52*'6**7'
thick at the foundation. There are no windows above 
7)*' 5".7' 899"3' *:$*;7' .9<*' ,"*' 4-,..' 90' 7)*' =--#09#.'
Street front, which are for decorative purposes only. 
>"7#5$#,-'2*07#-,7#90'#.'/.*?'*:$-/.#2*-1'#0'7)*'!/#-?#04&'
The air is taken from the street level, and, after being 
thoroughly washed, is forced through heaters to all 
parts of the Temple.

()*' 5".7' 899"' #.' /.*?' *:$-/.#2*-1' 69"' @",0?' A9?4*'
;/";9.*.&'()*'<,#0'691*"'#.',!9/7'BC:DC'6**73'+)#$)3'
+#7)' 7)*' ?9/!-*' .7,#"+,1.3' #.' 50#.)*?' #0' =7,-#,0'
marble. At the right of the foyer are the quarters of 
the Grand Secretary, on the left the Grand Lodge 
Library and check room for the entire building. (No 
$9,7.' 9"' ),7.' ,"*' ,--9+*?' ,!92*' 7)*' 5".7' 899"3' ,--'
persons being required to check their clothing in the 
main check room off the lobby, from which two high 
.;**?'*-*2,79".'7,%*'19/'79',01'899"'?*.#"*?&E'F#"*$7-1'
in the rear is the Grand Lodge Auditorium which has 
a large, well equipped stage as well as 1,200 leather 
upholstered opera chairs, and, as Indiana has but one 
representative from each lodge at the Grand Lodge 
meetings, ample accommodation is provided for many 
years to come.

The Temple is four double stories high, which allows 
69"' 69/"'<*GG,0#0*' 899".' #0' 7)*'+*.7' *0?&' ()*' 5".7'
899"' <*GG,0#0*' ),.' 7+9' %#7$)*0.' ,0?' 7)"**' ?#0#04'
rooms, each with a seating capacity of about two 
hundred. They are divided by folding doors which 
may be opened, throwing the three into one room, if 
desired.

()*' H*$90?' ,0?' ()#"?' 899".' ,"*' *:,$7-1' ,-#%*3' ,0?'
each contain two Blue Lodge rooms, size 50X70, 
,' 71-*"I.' "99<3' ;"*;,",7#90' "99<3' 7+9' *:,<#0,7#90'
rooms, smoking room, and a large social room, size 
,!9/7'JC:KD'6**7&'()*'7+9'.9$#,-'"99<.',"*'?#2#?*?'!1'
collapsible doors which, when opened, make a room 
,!9/7'KD:LMC'6**73'/.*?'69"'?,0$*.3'"*$*;7#90.3'*7$&

In the west end of the lodge rooms is a balcony 
containing a pipe organ, choir and lantern rooms. The 
gallery is reached by two sets of stairs, each containing 
7)"**3'52*',0?'.*2*0'.7*;.&'()*'69/"'-9?4*'"99<.',"*'
0,<*?' 7)*' F9"#$3' =90#$3' N9"#07)#,0' ,0?' N9<;9.#7*3'
and differ only in the style of furnishing. The second 
,0?'7)#"?'<*GG,0#0*',"*'?*297*?'*:$-/.#2*-1'79'7)*'/.*'
96'$,0?#?,7*.3'*,$)'-9?4*'"99<'),2#04'.#:'#0?#2#?/,-'
;"*;,",7#90' "99<.&' ()*' 69/"7)' 899"' #.' ?*297*?' 79'
the use of the Chapters, Council and Commandery, 
and contains an Asylum, Red Cross room, Armory 
and social room, for the use of the Commandery, a 
Chapter room with necessary anterooms for use of the 
Chapters and Council. The asylum and Chapter room 
each contain a pipe organ.

()*' 69/"7)' 899"' <*GG,0#0*' $907,#0.' ,' %#7$)*0' ,0?'
banquet room, capable of seating about 350. This 
"99<'#.'69"'7)*'*:$-/.#2*'/.*'96'7)*'!9?#*.'/.#04'7)*'
69/"7)'899"'96'7)*'(*<;-*&

The specially prepared roof is used by the Commandery 
as a drill room and by the other bodies for garden 
entertainments. The basement is used for boilers and 
machinery purposes. Two Chapters of the Order of the 
Eastern Star meet in the lodge rooms on the second 
899"&'()#.'(*<;-*'#.'/.*?'90-1'!1'O9"%'P#7*'Q,.90.3'
the Scottish Rite and Shrine having separate Temples 
of their own.
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